Mid –Term Drawing Assignment

Due January 19th

This project is designed for students to demonstrate their increasingly improving drawing skills. Since this will be one of the major pieces in the student’s completed portfolio, it should be treated as such from start to finish. Final drawings will be critiqued with the whole class on January 19th. This particular class on the 19th will explore the critique experience common in most art studio courses. Students will display their finished pieces and opportunity will be given to discuss their strengths and points of interest (criticism will not be given). Suggestions might be given for improvement.

Important dates:


Nov. 17th-initial drawing subject presented to teacher as a sketch or photo


Dec. 8th-final drawing subject presented


Dec. 17th-drawing subject approved, drawing paper goes home


Jan. 5th-drawing brought for progress check/consultation


Jan. 19th-final drawing due

Considerations:

Please make sure that the subject you pick is interesting enough for you to put in this amount of time and not become bored with it. It should also be interesting to the viewer. This will most likely be one of your best pieces on display at the end of the year event. Ask yourself-

1. What am I trying to say about this?

2. What do I like about it? How can I communicate this in my drawing?

3. Why would someone want to look at my picture-because it is drawn well and/or because it says something important or interesting? 

4. Does it glorify God? Does my effort-start to finish-glorify God? 

Keep the answers to these questions in mind when working on this drawing. Not all drawings will directly give God glory. Your efforts, however, always will if you do everything as unto Him.

Possible subject matter (in order of difficulty, starting with the easiest):

An object like an orchid in bloom, a beautiful plant, a branch of a crab apple tree, a 10 speed bike against the garage wall or even a Kitchenaid mixer with head tilted up and beaters on.  Even a grouping of same objects like 2 pomegranates with a cut open pomegranate next to it. Bring in a sketch of it. Past homework/classroom assignments may be expanded upon and redone. Use extra directed light for cast shadows and highlights.

A still life. Bring in a sketch of it. This has many possibilities like fruit in a bowl with fabric draped behind it; an elaborate chemistry lab set-up; objects on a dresser that tell about the person whose dresser it is; objects grouped around a theme like sports or transparency or even the ingredients for a favorite meal.  Still lifes need to be assembled and left undisturbed for the complete duration of the drawing-be careful with food, it can spoil! Use extra directed light for cast shadows and highlights.

A landscape done from student taken photograph(s). Bring in photos.

A drawing that tells a story (e.g. medicine bottles, a thermometer and crumpled tissues on a bedside table in early morning light; a softball on the floor surrounded by broken glass; a standing plunger, a toy and a puddle of water on the bathroom floor-gross but effective). Students must still work from life for this one meaning that all objects must be present for the student to observe while drawing. Nothing should be drawn from imagination or memory.

Items on a reflected surface from life or a student taken photograph. Trees and sky reflected in a puddle. A vine, a set of keys or a trailing plant on a glass mirror, yourself or an object reflected in a chrome bumper or a garden gazing ball. Very tricky but cool. 

If you have a different idea that does not fit these categories, speak with me about it and lets discuss if it will lend itself to this type of drawing assignment. 

While working:

Pay careful attention to the edges, value, and composition of the drawing. The drawing needs to appropriately fill the space given (12” x 18” special drawing paper) in an interesting manner. Students may work in a larger size if they provide their own drawing surface (paper or board). The drawing should have lights, mediums and darks. 2-3 hours should be given to drawing the actual images as correctly as possible. The remainder of time 2-3 hours should be dedicated to adding value, shadows, reflections and details. Take breaks often and stand back to look at your work. Study it when you are not drawing and see what needs to be improved. 

Please put careful thought into preparing for this assignment. The drawing is expected to reflect a minimum of 5 hours of actual drawing time. Homework for this quarter will be reduced to account for this assignment’s requirements. The majority of the actual drawing time (about 3 hours) is expected to occur in the 2 weeks of winter break.

Luke 14:28-30 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’
